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An Oral History Survey of Local Society Conducted

by the Agricultural Extension Services
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In 1973 the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry Daily Life Improvement Division was
established. A long-term 10 year study was conducted by collecting data concerning life
improvement. The active committee members, including folklorists and faculty anthropologist
took part in this data collection. During the survey they conducted interviews and prepared
handbooks of the findings. Additionally, local extension workers and technical experts from
across the country did interviews in their respective areas. This is a summary of these findings.

1. Beginning around 1972 the (Promotion of Living by Ratio of Elderly People) project
began. The purpose was to interview the elderly respondents with the intention of making local
changes based on the wishes of those surveyed.

2. In this interview survey of life history collection, it was a known fact that living
improvement extension workers and expert engineers had a well-informed understanding of the
feelings of farmers’ needs and thoughts. This understanding led to more useful evaluations which

in turn were essential to solving current regional problems.
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