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A Study on The Childcare Environment and Risk in The Danish Forest Kindergarten

— Focusing on Forest Kindergarten Practitioner’s Interviews —
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Suguru Shibata Tetsuaki Itou Chikako Shibata

The authors have been studying about the effectiveness and characteristics of childcare at
the forest kindergarten in Denmark. In this research, we focused on risk taking which becomes
a serious problem when we try to practice childcare in nature. Our study purpose in a forest
kindergarten model in Denmark is to clarify how risk is perceived in their country. As a result
of interviews done with three Denmark practitioners, it became clear that risk is something to
be avoided, but it also has a very important role in the growth of children. In addition, it is also
understood that the childcare professional and parents know the importance of taking risks.

Additionally, we began to see that in order for risk to be beneficial for children, it is
important to know what the children’s interests and learning level are. This in turned helped us to

discern that mutual trust between children and teacher is essential during the learning time.
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