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A Study on the Nature of the Environment in Early Childhood Education and Care

Focusing on the Practice of Denmark and Finland
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This research summarizes the child care environment practice of Denmark and Finland
which utilizes nature and natural settings. In the practice of Finland, the child, the child-care
worker and the parents were clear in communicating the education contents. The viewpoints of
all were considered when combining the child care and natural environment. From this, nature
was chosen and thought most important. In the practice of Denmark, through interviews with the
childcare workers in the forest kindergarten, we understood they specifically were conscious of

the ability of the children to express themselves and to cherish their own values.
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