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Research regarding the Meaning of Life for Students Aiming to Obtain Professional
Childcare Qualifications. — Focusing on Life and Death Experience, Maternal Philosophy,

Meaning of Life as well as Sense of Authenticity —
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Etsuko Nagase

This study examines the relevance of life and death experiences, the meaning of life,
maternal philosophy, and the sense of authenticity of students aiming for a professional childcare
qualification at a professional childcare institution. A self-written study targeting 204 first-and
second-year students was conducted. Consequently, six factors with an impact on the meaning
of life, namely, a sense of connection to life, a sense of mission, a real sense of life, recognition
of maternal role, unconditional love, and a sense of authenticity, were extracted. A study on
their correlations confirmed the strong relevance between recognition of maternal role and

unconditional love.
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