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Water mill, Old man, Village :

On the Symbolic World of Akira Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai”

& B OAT (RED *

Hiroko Fukushima (Hong Zhang)

In this paper I would like to consider the “Seven Samurai” from a new perspective of
Semiotics of Cinema. Specifically, we will proceed from paying attention to the symbols “water
mill”, “old man” and “village”.

In this movie, “water mill”, “old man” and “village” are, in fact, an important element
symbolizing the peaceful and beautiful ideal world in Akira Kurosawa’s heart. I think that it may
be the spiritual hometown of his longing, the foundation of the soul. Of course, Kurosawa is not
a romantic person who never emphasizes reality. In actual social life struggle, plunder, arson,
murder, etc. acts far apart from ideal exist as a matter of rigor.

Kurosawa does not forget the three symbolic expressions which have the cultural meaning
of “water mill” “old man” and “village” in the “Seven Samurai” and incorporate them in various
places in the movie and trying to emphasize the meaning of the three symbols. In that sense, the
“Seven Samurai” is a work that tried to depict such conflict and inconsistency between such ideal

and reality, it can be said that it represents a part of Kurosawa’s view of such a life as a director.
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