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A study on the characteristics of modern Japanese-style church buildings

and their formation factors
Mai Nagamine

We examined the nationwide trend of Japanese-style churches in modern Japanese churches,
and clarified the factors that made them possible. The modern church was designed to recreate
a western church. The chapel is the exterior and space of a Western chapel, and by designing a
characteristic space, the missionary activity was promoted. Catholic churches adopted tatami
mats with a focus on Japanese culture from the perspective of adaptation, and Japanese-style
churches adopted Japanese-style elements based on individual circumstances, such as conversion
of buildings and ordinances. Therefore, the modern Japanese-style church has adopted a ceiling
and tatami mats that express the ascending and formal style of the western exterior, and a unique

church has been established in accordance with Japanese customs.
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